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The volume concludes with an excellent bibliography of the more 
important titles of an ethnographical nature. 

The book gives evidence of much careful labor and will serve as a 
valuable handbook to all who are interested in our island possessions. 

Fay-Cooper Cole 

A Grammar of Lepanto Igorot as it is Spoken at Banco. ■ Morice Van- 
overbergh. (Bureau of Science, Division of Ethnology Publica- 
tions, vol. 5, part 6, pp. 329-425. Manila, 1917.) 
It is gratifying that after a lapse of four full years the Division of 
Ethnology Publications of the Bureau of Science of the Philippine 
Islands are once more in progress. Students of the native races of the 
archipelago will certainly be unanimous in hoping that this valuable 
series, once so active in its progress, will hereafter continue its accumu- 
lating career unchecked. 

The present monograph is a missionary's grammar of the Igorot 
dialect spoken at Bauco in eastern Lepanto. It is intermediate between 
the Kankanay of Bugias in Benguet to the south and the Bontoc to the 
north. It agrees with the former in preserving d and b where Bontoc has 
ch and /, but like Bontoc has e (0) for the pepet vowel where Kankanay 
has u. The author's modest preface should disarm criticism even if his 
work were of less merit. Such strictures as follow are made only because 
it seems that a somewhat different presentation would have definitely 
increased the utility of an undertaking which in general can only be 
commended. 

Like most pioneers, Mr. Vanoverbergh makes his treatment more 
formal than the language demands. This is evident in his beginning 
the consideration of the noun with "gender," of the adjective with 
"comparison," of the verb with "the auxiliaries to have and to be" — 
none of which exist in the language. It is no more difficult to describe a 
language according to its own peculiar traits than according to the traits 
of the languages of Europe. It is in fact easier, as well as a more service- 
able proceeding. Authors situated as Mr. Vanoverbergh is, are usually 
actuated by practical rather than philological considerations, and often 
out of reach of literature collateral to their investigations, but there is 
scarcely one of tne many operating in Oceania whose work would not 
be strengthened by a grounding in the classic "Short Comparative 
Grammar" of Codrington's Melanesian Languages. 

However, as soon as the content of the present work is examined 
without reference to the form of presentation, its solid value becomes 
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apparent. All important processes of the language seem to be treated; 
and the prefixes, infixes, and suffixes with which its business is carried on 
are given with reasonable or perhaps even exhaustive completeness. 
The elements that are so important in idiom, and so often neglected — 
adverbs, conjunctions, interjections — are presented in gratifying detail. 
The orthography is fixed by reference to the Anthropos alphabet and 
accent is marked throughout. The definitions of the use and meaning 
of grammatical elements are generally precise, the examples well chosen 
from what is obviously a wide range of knowledge. The arrangement 
and explanation of the passive is not as clear as it might have been ; but 
the distinction of intransitive verbs into those respectively active and 
passive in English, evidences a more penetrating handling. A very few 
pages of continuous text with word for word translation would have 
greatly enhanced the utility of the work for the practical student as well 
as the philologist, but this desideratum seems only rarely to impress itself 
upon any but the investigator taught by experience in comparative work. 
This grammar is one to be grateful for, and the dictionary and col- 
lection of songs that are promised will be awaited with anticipation. 

A. L. Kroeber 
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